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Release of the
global estimates
of the need for
rehabilitation
Webinar in collaboration between
WHO, IHME and The Lancet

2 December 2020,
14:00-15:00pm CET
The new global estimates establish
rehabilitation as a key strategy for Universal
Health Coverage in the 21st century. They also
challenge the thinking that rehabilitation is a
fallback strategy when preventive, promotive or
curative interventions fail, or that rehabilitation
is a disability-specific service needed only by a
minority of the population.
COVID-19 highlights the importance of
rehabilitation and the need for it to be part of
the global public health agenda. Many are living
today with mid- and long-term consequences
of COVID-19 and in need of rehabilitation to
recover from the disease.
This webinar will present the facts behind the
numbers and their implications, as well as
promote the upcoming WHO Rehabilitation
Need Estimator.

We look forward to seeing you!
For more information:
rehabilitation@who.int
Register now
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Dear colleagues,
We are pleased to invite you to a webinar on Wednesday, 2 December 2020 from 14:00-15:00 CET, to
present key findings from the newly released “Global estimates of the need for rehabilitation based on the
Global Burden of Disease study 2019”. The study, published in The Lancet and jointly developed by WHO
and the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME), provides the first-ever global and regional
figures on the number of people in need of rehabilitation.
The astounding findings from this landmark study establish rehabilitation as a key strategy for universal
health coverage in the 21st century and challenge the common view of rehabilitation being an optional
service that is only needed by a minority of the population. The study marks an important milestone for
the rehabilitation sector, and serves as a powerful advocacy tool to challenge the current status quo of
rehabilitation, calling for governments to strengthen and integrate rehabilitation in their health systems.
COVID-19 highlights the importance of rehabilitation and the need for it to be part of the global public
health agenda. Many are living today with mid- and long-term consequences of COVID-19 and are in
need of rehabilitation to recover from the disease. This webinar will present the facts behind the numbers
and their implications, as well as promoting the upcoming WHO Rehabilitation Need Estimator.
To join the webinar, register here
https://who.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jCCqinhqR1GBP07GxvFEcQ.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email with details to join the webinar.
Please feel free to share the event details, and attached flyer, amongst your networks.
Best regards,
Rehabilitation team
World Health Organization
Avenue Appia 20
1211 Geneva 27
Switzerland

